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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Mrs. Susan J. Dacosta was 85. There are so many things that I can say about Mrs. Dacosta, also known as Mrs. Dee, but instead I bring this tape to you. (I brought a tape to her Memorial Service, after a few seconds we had to cut it off, because folks were overcome with emotions upon hearing her voice so nice and clear as if she were in the room). 
 I was inspired to interview Mrs. Dacosta, as I realized that those who follow should always look back at how it was done from those before them. I am grateful, and thankful to the Lord that Mrs. Dee would speak candidly about her life in the Lord, shortly before she would forget everything that she had ever known. I want to let everyone know that I am “No Oprah”; the first mistake I made was assumed that Mrs. Dee had lived here most of her adult life. And as you will hear, it set the tone for the rest of this interview when Mrs. Dee immediately corrected that information. But I did this to preserve our history and I did it from the heart. This is a transcript of the oral history. A copy has been given to her grandson and to the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church as a means of preserving our history here in Amherst, and also to dedicate the life and times of Mrs. Dee’s and acknowledge the many lives that she had touched. 

INTERVIEWER: Christina Scharbaai
INTERVIEWEE: Susan J. Dacosta (1905 – 2001)
.

DATE OF INTERVIEW: 1991
Q1.

A: I was born in 1905 in North Carolina. My father was a business man. He had his own business. He was a farmer and the he went into the oyster business. Stamps was my last name. My father was part Indian. And my mother taught school. I was inspired to serve the Lord when I was 12. My father was a deacon in the church, and we did not just shake our hands. We got on our knees and tarried. I was brought up in the church. My father a deacon and my mother a Sunday school teacher.  My parents influenced me in a positive way. We tarried on our knees until we felt something and then we were converted and then baptized. We were sprinkled when we were babies and then we were baptized in the river. I was brought up in the Baptist Church. 
I came to Cambridge and joined the Rush A.M.E. Zion Church and married Rev. L.C. Jones. From Cambridge I came to Amherst in 1933 with Rev. L.C. Jones. He pastured the church from 1933-1938. (5 years). We worked awfully hard in that church. We had a group of young people of 16 with a Sunday school and a vacation bible school in the summer. And we went on picnics with the children. The kitchen and dining room were downstairs my husband build the vestibule, and It was during the depression.

People were loving and together. It was just lovely. We had a large group of young people. I worked very hard with the young people. We used to have the Union Vacation Bible School during the summer. The last session, we had a Union Program from the First Congregational Church.

The children made me proud of them. At the end we had an ecum

We went on picnics during the summer time. Oh, I don’t know, with the young people, we were quite active. We worked!
Q2. Were all the disciplines in full spirit?

A:

Oh, yes, I was President of the Missionary Society, and also in Springfield. And we worked very hard with the young people in this church and

And every year after the conference. We were sent to Springfield Church and that was a larger church. We pastured here and I remarried again, and I still worked here in the church in Amherst. When I lost Luther I used to drive back and forth to Springfield.

This church was called A.M.E. Zion Church. In later years the church was given the A.M.E. Zion Church. Miss Ruth Jenkins and Goodwin. Miss Jenkins had the most money to buy that church. She worked in service for 40 years. She lived with us.

My husband was a very devoted person to the church. I would hold the lantern at night while he made the kitchen and dining room. We had dinners down there to raise money.

To work on the church. The concrete steps were put there and Luther build that vestibule because he was a good carpenter.

We had dinner and we also served in the dining room.  People would come to eat right down there.

Q3. When did the downstairs stop being an active?
A: Mrs. Spence and I used to put on the dinners to raise money. I can’t remember the year.

Q4. When did the neglect of the downstairs area set in?
A: Some ministers did not take the interest, and some passed away. When did they stop using that area? I think it was in the 70’s and Luther was a great worker. 

What qualities did Luther have? We lived here and he was interested in having a church so that we could.  The fact that he lived here made a difference. Luther could see the need of rebuilding. My, my…. the spirit came over me.  You know how much it cost us. It cost us $50.00 He build that kitchen and it was only a diner. The missionaries raised money to cover the seats. The carpet down. The carpet that goes to the alter. We used to work. We are in a recession now. 
Q5. How was that different from that era?
A:

I see it as a similarity. You have to have a good leader. Let’s do this, and then we would have a good meeting and decide and then we pledge to do this. We were very strong.

Q6. Who did the music in the church?
A: Ruth worked in Service and after she retired, she played the piano. We had a young people’s choir. Michael used to sing in the choir. Michael was my grandson. Ruth played the organ and the piano for a while.
Q7. Where do you see the church headed?
A: It is necessary that they do. We had activities going on during the week. Be committed. Stop just coming in on Sunday. We had prayer meetings and services.

There is a lot that they can do in that church. The spirit is not there as it used to be. If we felt the spirit we let it be known.  We had people there in the spirit. I don’t mind expressing my feelings, because I am touched. If you don’t have it, you can’t give it. If you have something within you…..we not supposed to quit the spirit. We are supposed to let God have his way. Some people come in cold and go out cold. If the spirit is not there, you have nothing to give.

That spirit is with me. I thank God for it. Can we say a prayer? Read the 37th psalm.

(We both read Mrs. Dee’s favorite psalm) 

END OF TRANSCRIPT
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